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IDENTIFICATION OF THE LARVA OF ANISODACTYLUS 
SANCTAECRUCIS, A GROUND BEETLE FOUND IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA CROPLANDS (COLEOPTERA: CARABIDAE). 


VERNON M. KIRK 
Northern Grain Insects Research Laboratory, Agric. Res. Serv., 
USDA, Brookings, SD 57006 
ABSTRACT 


A drawing of the larval head capsule and a description of the apical 
margin of the frontal piece are given as a supplement to a previously pub- 
lished aid in identification of carabid larvae of cropland. 


Research on the biology of carabids of cropland has been stimulated 
by interest in potential predators of soil insects. An important part of this 
research involves the activities of the larvae of these carabids. However, 
the larvae of only a few have been described, and suitable keys for identifi- 
cation of the larvae of most species are lacking. I have published drawings 
of the head and apical margin of the frontal piece of larvae of 29 species 
found in South Dakota (Kirk 1972). 


Fig. 1. Head of Anisodactylus sanctae- 
crucis larva, dorsal view, and outline of 
apical margin of the frontal piece. 
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Although Anisodactylus sanctaecrucis F. is among the less frequent 
carabids in South Dakota (Kirk 1971), D. D. Folts (personal communica- 
tion; Sr. Biologist, FMC Corporation, Middleport, New York) found it to 
be one of the most numerous carabids of corn fields in Niagara County, New 
York. I have successfully reared this species in the laboratory and present 
the following material as a supplement to that published earlier. 


‘In cooperation with the South Dakota Agricultural Experiment Station. 
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G. E. Ball, Department of Entomology, University of Alberta, identi- 
fied representative adults of the species, and Betty J. Dupraz, formerly 
laboratory technician here, aided in rearing the specimens in the labora- 
tory. 


Anatomical features of the 
apical margin of the frontal piece 


Anisodactylus sanctaecrucis F. Nasale with 9 subequal teeth in a slight 
arc, equally spaced, or sometimes with several of the teeth paired; adnasale 
projecting forward about as far as teeth of nasale; inner slopes of adnasale 
denticulate. Examined: 36. Width: 1.0-1.2; 1.5-1.6; 1.8-2.1mm. 
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